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This course seeks to introduce students to some of the major thinkers and key intellectual trends
in British philosophy and political theory from the early modern period up to the present. It
examines the historical contexts in which different political and philosophical ideas developed
in Britain, with a focus on the underlying connections between economic, moral, and social
concerns that are evident in the articulations of such ideas in the main strands of British
political thought. Overall, this course seeks to provide students with a broad overview of the
ways in which British philosophy and political theory developed in response to specific social,
historical, and economic forces, in addition to being shaped by particular religious and
intellectual trends.

An active learning approach will be employed (combined with introductory lectures), with an
emphasis on classroom activities such as group discussion and debate, collaborative
worksheets, and critical writing exercises.
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1. To increase your awareness and understanding of the key concepts and developments in
British philosophy and political theory since the 17th century.

2. To further develop your critical thinking, conceptual analysis, and discussion skills, with a
focus on improving your capacity to express your ideas and opinions in English.

3. To improve your comprehension and use of academic English, particularly the terminology
and modes of expression and argumentation employed in philosophy and political theory.

4. To cultivate your analytical and argumentative skills, particularly the ability to engage with
specific ideas more deeply through an understanding of the relevant social and historical
context.

5. To improve your English listening and writing skills, as well as your ability to read,
comprehend, and engage with academic texts in English.

Complete the readings and discussion activities assigned for each class. Review the relevant
course material each week to prepare for class debates and group discussion. Complete
homework assignments, including reaction papers, article summaries, and critical or reflective
writing exercises (further details will be provided by the instructor).
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B &SR / Free Text : Materials will be provided by the instructor (including information
about accessing readings and other resources).
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1.Introducing Politics, Religion, and Philosophy in Early Modern Britain: The Civil War
Context (*Please note that this schedule is provisional and may be subject to change)

2.Political Philosophy and the State I: Thomas Hobbes

3.Political Philosophy and the State II: John Locke

4.Economics and Moral Philosophy I: Adam Smith

5.Population Theory and Political Philosophy: Thomas Malthus

6.Ethical Theory and Political Philosophy: Jeremy Bentham

7.Presentations/Mid-term Project

8.Political Revolutions and Early Feminist Thought: Mary Wollstonecraft
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9.Political Theory, Religion, and the State: S. T. Coleridge and British Romanticism
10.Liberalism, Egalitarianism, and Social Theory: J. S. Mill

11.Anti-capitalist Political Philosophy: William Morris and British Marxism
12.Economics and Moral Philosophy II: John Maynard Keynes

13.Contemporary Developments: Notable Trends in Post-WWII British Philosophy and Political
Theory

14 Presentations/Final Project
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